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LORDS OF THE RHODOPEAN SKIES
ONA3BAHE HA YEPHWY W BEAOTAABUA AELLOYA

Pogonume ca CoWUHCKa CokpoBuwHuUUa Ha buopa3Hoobpa3uemo, kamo 20AgMa Yacm om U3MOYHUS UM gsA
e BkatoyeHa B eBponeuckama ekono2udyHa Mpexa om 3auumeru 30Hu Hamypa 2000. N3aokbama npegcmabd
guBama npupoga UMeHHO B Hez20: egHO oM NOCAegHUME 3anas3eHu geBecmBeHu kemuema Ha EBpona. M3mou-
Hume Pogonu ca u nocregHomo B boAzapug ybexkuwe 3a YyepHume u bearo2rnaBume Aewlosigu, koM koumo e
HacouyeH npoekmbm no npogpama LIFE ,0na3BaHe Ha YyepHume u bero2rnaBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume.

The Rhodope Mountains are a true treasury of biodiversity, and a la
In Eurepe’s network of protected areas, Natura 2000. The exhibition
viving wilderness areas in Europe. The Eastern Rhodope Mountains a

Black and the Griffon vultures - the protagonists of the LIFE project Conservation of B

in the Rhodopes area.
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Mpoekmovm ,,0na3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6eaoz2raBume rewodgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT/NL/000901) e duHaHcupaH no npo2pama LIFE Ha EBponelickug culos.
The project ,,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHume u 6eaozraBume Aewoggu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Coc cBoume pa3mMepu, cBoeobpasHud cu Bo
Ha CU Ha XXuBom Aewoggume ce HapexXga
yamasgBawume nmuuu 8 A3moyHume Pogo

HUJEeH Bug U Hayu-
M cpeg Hau-Bne-

Nu. Te3u 2ocnoga-

pU Ha be36bpexkHua HebockAaoH no3HaBam go cbBbpweHCMBO
Bu3gywHUMe meyeHusd u 2u u3noA3Bam ymeAo n0gobHO Ha
napanAaHepucmume, 3a ga necmsgm eHepaug 6 noAem npu

BcekugHeBHUMe cu ckumaHus.

With' their size, their distinctive appearance and their be-
haviour, vultures are among the most impressive birds in the
Eastern Rhodope Mountains. True lords of the skies, they use
the air currents with masterful precision to save energy in
the air during their daily wanderings - they are natural-born
paragliders.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

I3mo4yHume Pogonu ca egHo om Hau-6o2amume Ha 6uo-
Da3Ho0bpa3ue Mmecma B EBpona baa2ogapeHue Ha pa3nono-
>KeHUemo cu Ha kpbcmonoms Mexgy EBpona u A3us u BAu-
qHUemo Ha Cpegu3emMHOo Mope. B cbuyemaHue ¢ pa3Hobpas-
HUMe MecmoobumaHug u cpaBHumeAHo cAabomo YyoBewko
npucbcmBue moBa onpegeAd 02pOMHOMO UM 3HaYeHUe 33
ona3BaHemo Ha MHOYecmBo pegku U 3acmpaweHu XuBom-

HU U 2u npeBpobwia 6 npegnoyumaHo Macmo 3a MH020 Bugo-
Be nmuuu.

TheEasternRhodopeMountainsareoneofEurope'sbi

hotspots due to their location on the crossroac
Europe and Asia and the proximity of the Mediter
combination with the pristine landscapes and the

odiversity

between
ranean. In
variety of

habitats in an area of relatively small human presence this
turns theminto anirreplaceable haven for many bird species.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

[To omHoweHue Ha u3obuauemo om BugoBe nmuuu 3moy-
Hume Pogonu ce HapeXgam Ha egHo om YeAHume Mecma
B ugna EBpona. PauoHbm e pau 3a 2pabAuBume nmuuu u e
eguHcmBeHomo Mgcmo ¢ ecmecmBeHa nonyAauus Ha be-
A02AaBU Aewosigu B Boazapug. [ocaregHama KoOAOHUS Ha Yep-

Hume Aewosagu 8 HKzouzmoyHa EBpona cow0 ce HaMmupa B8
bAu3ocm, B8 HauuoHaAHUS napk Aags B 2pbukama yacm Ha
NAAHUHaMa.

The diversity of bird species places the Eastern Rhodopes as
one of Europe’s richest areas. This raptor birds paradise is
the only region in Bulgaria with a natural population of Grif-
fon Vultures. The last remaining colony of the Black Vulture
In Southeastern Europe is also close by - in the national park
Dadia in the Greek part of the mountain.
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EBponelickama Mpexa om 3auiumeHu 30Hu Hamypa 2000. luded in the European network of nature protection
Tyk me ca ueau 9, a obwama uM nAouL Bb3Au3a Ha 235 34/ here are 9 such protected areas here,

A \ i

o ol -"| ‘

& ety -
o R

LIFE

VULTURES xa. CegeM om mgx ca CbC cmamyc ,,cneuuaAHu 3awumeHu

30HU" cnopeg AupekmuBama 3a nmuuume Ha EC. Hag 56%
el § o WL om BbA2apckama Yacm Ha 3moyHume Pogonu nonagam
P AN ' # B e i nog eBponeucka 3awuma.

3"?"""%'
P -
b~y N
e _ -
b ! e S :
: TEAGE TN & g
t ¥ S8 6 1"‘-1- \ [
R ' S <
J"v i =

Mpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHume u beroznaBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama L!“FE Ha EBpopeﬁckUq‘ 6103
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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B ‘MuHanomo 8 Pogonume ce cpewaau u yemupume Buga
eBponeucku Aewosgu: beno2aaB, yepeH, eaunemcku u bpa-
gam. B pe3yamam Ha 4yoBewkume geuHocmu bpagamusm
U YepHUgm ca u34ye3HaAu kamo eHe3gawu om cmpaHama, a
beno2AaBusm u e2unemcekusgm ca ugkatoyumeaHo pegku. Eau-
nemckusgam Aewosg e Hau-gpebHugm om Yyemupume Buga.

Inthe past all fourspecies of vultures in Europe could be found
In Bulgaria: Griffon, Black, Egyptian and Bearded. As a result of
the impact of human activities the Bearded and Black vultures
are now extinct as breeding species in Bulgaria; the Griffon
and Egyptian vultures still breed in the Eastern Rhodopes but
they are quite rare. The Egyptian Vulture is the smallest of
the four vultures.
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B Al3moyHume Pogonu ce cpewam 06wo Hag 4300 »uBo- More than 4500 animal species have been documented in the
muHcku Buga, om koumo 6Au30 280 ca nmuuu. B patoHa Ha- Eastern Rhodope Mountains, nearly 280 of them are birds.
Mupam ybexuuwe owe BbAkom, Yakarbm u Bugpama. pe3 The area is also a haven for wolves, jackals and otters. The
nocAegHUMe 20guHu 8 Pogonume, ocHoBHO B 3anagHus gsiA brown bear has also begun recolonising the area but mostly
NATUR Sy VULTURES Ha NAGHUHAMa, ce 3aBpbwia U kapsgBama meyvka. in the Western range of the mountain.
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[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6eaozaaBume arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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HaBpememo 6enoz2naBusm aewosg bua MHO206poeH Bug B
boA2apug. B Hayanomo Ha 20-mu Bek obaye yucaeHoCMmMa
MYy 3an04yHaAa ga HamaAsgBa u Bugbm BuA goBegeH go npaea
Ha u34e3BaHemo. bAazogapeHue Ha cepuo3HUMEe NPUpPogo3a-
WUMHU ycuAug B nocAegHUMe gecemuAemust mou 3anouBa
6aBHo ga ce Bvb3cmaHoBaBa, kamo npe3 201/ 2. yucaeHoCMMa
My gocmuea 88 gBouku. EgHa om ueaume Ha npoekma ,0na3-
BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u beroznaBume Aewosgu B mpaHcepaHuy-
HUS pauoH Ha Pogonume” no npo2pama LIFE e ona3Banemo Ha

The Griffon Vulture was once widespread in Bulgaria. At the
turn of the 20th century, however, its numbers started to
drop until the species was on the verge of extinction. Thanks
to considerable conservation efforts in recent decades the
species has begun a slow recovery, and in 2017 it numbered
88 pairs. One of the objectives of the LIFE project “Conser-
vation of Black and Griffon Vultures in the Rhodope Moun-
tains’ is the conservation of the only natural population of the
Griffon Vulture in Bulgaria.

www.life-vultures.com

[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

eguHcmBeHama ecmecmBeHa nonyAauus Ha Buga 8 boa2apug.
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[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHuUme u 6erozraBume aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npo2pama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains®(LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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KpacuBume neus3axu ca 3ana3eHama Mapka Ha 3moYHuU-
me Pogonu. AbAbokama, macHa goAuHa Ha peka Apga, Bue-
wa ce Mexgy naaHuHckume ckaoHoBe u ckaAHume macuBu,
e BkaloyeHa B 3awumeHa 30Ha ,MagxkapoBo® om eBponeu-
ckama ekoAozuyHa Mpexka Hamypa 2000. AoAuHama u »kuBo-
NUCHUME MeaHgpu Ha pekama npulomgBam u Yacm om
Hau-20AgMama u eguHcmBeHa ecmecmBeHa KoAOHUS Ha be-
AO2AaBume Aewosgu B8 boazapus.

The beautiful landscapes are one of the
Eastern Rhodopes. The deep, narrow va

trademarks of the
ley of Arda River,

winding across the mountain slopesand the spectacular cliffs,

ISincludedinMadzharovo Protected Area o

network Natura 2000. The river valley wi

"the environmental
th its picturesque

meanders shelters part of the largest - a

nd the only natural

- colony of the Griffon Vultures in Bulgaria.
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Pa3Ho0bpas3Huam peaed u kaumamuuHume BaugHUS om
KOHMUHEeHmMa u om Cpegu3eMHomMopuemo npeBpowam W3-
mo4yHume Pogonu B8 egHa om Hau-602amume Ha buopas-
Hoobpa3ue mepumopuu 8 EBpona. OkoaHocmume Ha 2pag
MagrkapoBo u 9306up BaunoBzpag ca pau 3a Alkbumeaume
Ha opxugeu. Tyk Mo2am ga ce HabAlogaBam Hag 26 Buga om
KpacuBume uBems. Cpeg msx ca BkaloueHugm 6 YepBeHama
KHU2a Ha BbA2apus nenepygouBemeH canen (Ha cHumkama),
gBypo2ama u nagkoBugHama n4yeAuyu.

The diverse terrains and the climate influences both from
continental Europe as well as the Mediterranean determine
the Eastern Rhodopes as one of the regions with the richest
biodiversity in Europe. The surroundings of the town of
Madzharovo and Ivaylovgrad Reservoir are a paradise for
orchid lovers - more than 26 species of these beautiful flowers
can be observed here; some are endemic species listed in
the Bulgarian Red Data Book.




> Hakoza M3mouHume Pogonu buau nokpumu ¢ 2bCmu 20pu.
AHec 2opama 3aemMa egBa egHa mpema om NAaHUHama U e f
OCHOBHO wWupokoAucmHa. Ha Hau-20AeMu NAOWU Ce Npoc- mainly with deciduous trees. Oak woods cover the largest

VULTURES mupam goboBume Haca>kgeHuq;_‘8‘"no—Bucokume loXKHU Yac- area, and bgeoh woods are found in the southern pa.rts.of
mu ce cpewam u bykoBu 2opu. Cpeg gopBecHume BugoBe the mountain, at higher altitudes. The list of tree species in-
> X ca kocMamugam gwub, MukgpaHbm, yepBeHama xB8ouHa u gBa C.udes downy 0ak, rovverjng ash, prioklyjuniper and two spe-
},”:57,\\@ 5 E? VCE Buga byk: Ha mepumopusgama Ha Bb/\_eap_Lﬂ u3moyHugam byk cies pf peech; in Bulgaria the Oriental beech can bg found
Rewilding VoVIdotoflkh ce cpewa camo B amoyHume Pogonu u CmpaHgXa. only in the Eastern Rhodopes and_ §%-[qndzha M‘Qg‘ugam.
www.life-vultures.com _ 0T Ve 08 "%”‘f - R G
Npoekmom ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUME U BeaozraBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901]eq)uHchupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetckus Cblpg. o # ' ,rr$§i ?’@a_ irf":i::‘*;*';rnw #a s :.;ﬁtﬁ-};‘
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Unian. f i) xs : »;.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6eao2aaBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

B 2pvukama yacm Ha Pogonume 4yepHuam Aewosg obuma-
Ba cmapa u2A0AUCMHA 20pa O0m YepeH u kanabpuucku bop.
0bukHOoBeHO cmpou 2He3gomo cu Ha Bbpxa Ha kopoHama Ha
gbpBomo; Mo e ¢ guamemubp 2 M U BucoduHa 1 M. Kamo yacm
Npupogol3aulumHume geuHocmu no npoekma ,0na3BaHe
Ha yepHume u benoz2naBume Aewodgu 8 mpaHcepaHuvHUS
DaUoH Ha Pogonume” no npo2pama LIFE ce nocmaBam u3-
KYCmBeHu 2He3ga u B boA2apckama Yyacm Ha 3moyHume
P0gonu € ueA npuBAudaHemMo Ha NMUUU 3a 2He3JgeHe.

n the Greek part of the Rhodope Mountains the Black Vulture
oreeds in an old coniferous forest of Black and Calabrian
Pine. It builds its nest on the top of the tree crown; the nest
IS Impressive: 2 metres wide and 1 metre high. As part of
the conservation activities under the LIFE Vultures project
artificial nests are placed on trees in the Bulgarian part of
the Eastern Rhodopes in an attempt to attract birds to settle
here for breeding and thus expand the population.
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crmpaweHu om u34yel3BaHe BugoBe, kakmo u obumaBaHume

3aeMa UeHmMpaAHo Macmo B8 noaumukama

EkonocuyHama MpeXka om 3awumeHu
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The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6ero2aaBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

ipupogama Yyecmo Hu ugymsaBa ¢ kpacomama, u3o6pema-

peAHocmma u npakmuyHocmma cu. ABypo2ama nyeauua e

yaulumeH B boaea
e B komnaHugama *
4yecmo cpewaH Bu

pug Bug opxuges; uBememo Ha cHuMkama
a beau oBowHU nenepygu, koumo nuk ca
g. KpacuBusgm uBam Ha nyeauuama goc-

maBsg pagocm Ha

UeHUMeAume Ha xybaBume uBems u Alo-

bumeAume Ha @omozpadugama, Ho UMa U cbBceM npakmuy-
Ha UeA: mou HanogobsBa nueaa, 3a ga 3abaygu u npuBaeye
Mokkume nueAu, koumo ga onpawam pacmeHuemo.

Nature often amazes with the combination of beauty, inge-
nuity and practicality. The woodcock orchid IS @ protected

species in Bulgaria; on the picture it is being tended by Black-

veined Whites, a common species of butterfly here. The beau-

tiful flowers of the orchid are highly praised by plant lovers
and photographers but their goal is quite practical: the spe-
cies relies on sexual deception for its pollination; the flowers
resemble female bees and even mimic the scent of recep-
tive females. Male bees are fooled and try to mate with the
flower, pollinating the orchid.
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BeauyecmBeHusm ckareH MacuB HOMpyk kas, u3guaaw, ce The majestic mass of Yumruk Kaya, a cliff face that looms
Hag g308up CmygeH kaageHeu. [Aegkama ce pa3kpuBa om above the waters of Studen Kladenets Reservoir, viewed from
JalumeHa 30Ha no Hamypa 2000 ,CmygeH kaageHeu', B cop- Studen Kladenets Natura 2000 Protected Area in the heart of

uemo Ha /i3moyHume Pogonu. 3oHama BkalouBa egHOUMEH- the Eastern Rhodopes. The area includes the reservoir and
VULTURES Vit .
HuUs 9308up B gepuremo Ha peka Apga. OmBecHume ckaau u the surrounding cliffs along the Arda River Valley - excellent
> & CmpoMHUME bpe2oBe npegaazam 0MAUYHU YCAOBUS 3a XKuU- habitats for the Black, the Griffon and the Egyptian vultures.
B Bom 3a YyepHus, bero2raBug u ecunemckus Aewosgu.
_ Oocdtofin | YGE

www.life-vultures.com

[Tpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHuUmMe u 6eaozaaBume Aewosagu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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YepHuam Aewosig e u3BecmeH owe kamo ,kapmaa’. Y Hac mou
e u34ye3HaA kamo 2He3gaw, Bug; eguHcmBeHama My 2He3goBa
konoHUS Ha bankaHume ce Hamupa B HauuoHaAHUS napk Aags B
2pbukama Yyacm Ha Pogonume, 6AU30 g0 2paHuUUama ¢ boAa2apus.
Yecmume nocewleHus Ha nmuuu om koAoHUsIMma 8 mepumopus-
Ma Ha Hawama cmpaHa 8 mbpceHe Ha XpaHa HU BgoxBa HagexXgu
33 MaxHomo 3aBpoulaHe. [lpoekmovm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUMe U
beno2naBume Aewosgu B mpaHcepaHuyHuUg pauoH Ha Pogonume”
no npozpama LIFE uma 3a uen Bv3cmaroBgaB8aHemo u pa3uups-
BaHemo Ha nonyAauuume Ha YepHus Aewosg 8 Pogonume u om
gBeme cmpaHu Ha 6bA2apo-2pbukama 2paHuua.

Commonly known as 'kartal' in Bulgarian, the Black Vulture is now
extinctin our country as a breeding species; its only breeding col-
ony on the Balkans is located in Dadia National Park in the Greek
part of the Rhodope Mountains, close to the border with Bulgar-
la. Individuals from the colony often visit Bulgaria in search of
food, giving us hope that one day the species might return here.
The LIFE Vultures project is aimed at the stabilization and the
expansion of the population of the black vulture in the Rhodope
Mountains on both sides of the Bulgarian-Greek border.
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boA2apugd e egHa om Hau-602amume Ha BUOAO2UYHO pas-
Hoobpa3ue gopXkaBu B8 EBpona u mpema N0 OMHOCUMEAH3
naow, Ha Hamypa 2000 caeg CaoBeHus u XopBamusg. Mpexa-
ma nokpuBa 34% om mepumopusgma Ha cmpaHama Hu. 30-
HUmMe om Hamypa 2000 He ca cmpo20 3aWuMmeHuU NPUpPogHU
pe3epBamu, kbgemo yoBewkume geuHocmu ca 3abpaHeHu.
HanpomuB: Ha mepumopugma Ha Mpexkama ce cmuMyAupa
ycmou4uBomo ynpaBAeHue Ha 3eMume u Bb3MoXXHOCMUME
3a pa3Bumue Ha pauoHuUmMe B xapMoHUS C npupogama.

' .

Bulgaria's biological diversity is one of the richest in Europe.
The ecological network Natura 2000 covers 34% of the coun-
try's territory, placing it on third place in Europe after Slove-
nia and Croatia. Natura 2000 areas are not reserves under
rigorous protection where human activity is prohibited. On
the contrary: the network aims to enhance sustainable land
management and to create opportunities for local develop-
ment in harmony with nature.

www.life-vultures.com

[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6ero2aaBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus culo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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www.life-vultures.com

[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6eaozaaBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Makap u ga ca gpebHu cb3gaHug, Aany2epume uegpasim kaloyoBa
POAS 3@ Buopa3Hoo0bpa3uemo u npupogama 8 Pogonume, mol
kamo ca om u3kAloYumeAHa BaxkHocm kamo XxpaHa 3a MH020
om pegkume 2pabAuBu nmuyu U Cyxo3eMHUmMe XuwHuuu. B
nocAegHUMe gecemuaemus 06aye mesu 2pus3adu beaexkam
3Ha4uMeAeH cnhag 8 yucareHocmma cu 8 Hawama npupoga.
/I34e3Ham Au, oueAgB8aHemo Ha MHOXecmBo 3aBuceuu om
MAX NMUUU U 603atHUUU Cbw0 We bbge u3AoKeHo Ha puck.

Even though they are small in size, European Sousliks play a
key role for the biodiversity and nature in the Rhodope Moun-
tains, as they form an important part of the diet of many rare
species of raptors and land carnivores. However, in recent de-
cades the number of these rodents in Bulgaria is plummeting.
Should they disappear, the survival of the many birds and land
animals that feed on them would also be under threat.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Aewosigume ce xapakmepu3upam ¢ u3katoyumeaHo Bucoka
CmMoMaulHa KuceAuHHocm, Kosmo HeympaAu3upa MUukpoop2a-
Hu3Mume 8 mpynoBeme Ha XXuBomHume, ¢ koumao ce XpaHam.
CMgma ce, Ye me ca cpeg XuBomHume ¢ Hau-3gpaB cmoMax
B »kuBomuxckomo uapcmBo. CmoMawHama uM KuceauHa e
MoAKoBa cuAHa, ue Moxe ga pa3noku kocmu u gopu Memaa.

;!"""'t".‘ - ﬂ—r.r

Highly acidic stomachs are typical for all vultures; the acids
help neutralize potentially dangerous microorganisms in the
carrion that the birds feed on. Vultures are thought to have
some of the most efficient stomachs of all animals on the
planet. Their stomach acid Is so strong that it can dissolve
bones and even metal.
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[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUMe u 6ero2naBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus culo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Pa3Hoobpa3uemo om neusaxu 8 13moyHume Pogonu e ygu--

BumenHo. ,bdaa peka’ e 3awumeHa 30Ha om eBponetckama
ekono2uyHa Mpexka Hamypa 2000 u 8 HenocpegcmBeHa bAu-
30CM g0 2paHuuama c [opuus. Ta e BaxHo MACmMOo 3a XpaHa
U novuBka Ha cBemoBHO 3acmpaweHuUme YepeH U eaunems-
Cku Aewiodgul.
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The-picturesque landscapes of the Eastern Rhodopes are
preathtaking. Byala Reka is a-Speeial Protection Area within
the European enviropmental network Natura 2000, lecated
near the national bofder with Greece. It provides important
feeding and festing sites for two globally endangered spe-
cies: the Black and the-Egyptian viltures.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha yepHUMe u 6ero2raBume Aewosgu B Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetlickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Aewogigume He Hanagam goMawHuU U guBu »kuBomHu: xpa-
HAM ce eguHCcMBeHo C HaMepeHa Mbpwa. M3BecmHu owe

kamo ,caHumapume Ha npupogama’,
3a bpoeHu YacoBe ga ce cnpaBam ed
na Ha egpo >uBomHo. o mo3u Hayu
mBpamaBam pa3npocmpaHeHuemo

me ca CNOCObHU caMo
ekmuBHO gopu ¢ mpy-
H ABWOAgUMeE Npego-
Ha 3apa3Hu boaecmu

cpeg goMawHume u guBume >kuBomt

U U Xxopama.

Vultures do not attack domestic or wild animals, they feed
entirely on carrion. Known as ‘nature’s health officers’, they
are able to clear out even large animal carcasses within a

few hours after its discovery. Thus they prevent the s
of diseases among domestic and wild animals, and a
humans 100.

read
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B 13mouyHume Pogonu ca ycmaroBeHu 6Au30 280 Buga nmu- Nearly 280 bird species have been established in the Eastern
uu: okoao 70% om nepHamume B8 Boa2apud. PauoHom e C Rhodope Mountains; thatis about 70% of Bulgaria's bird diversi-

02POMHO 3Ha4yeHue 3a ona3BaHemo Ha 20AdM bpou pegku U ty. The area Is of huge importance for the conservation of many

NATURA 2000 JacmpaweHu BugoBe, kamo nopagu 2eozpadpckomo cu no- rare and endangered Species; QUe to its geographical ppsit.ion

AOXKeHuUe MoXe ga 3apagba npupogoAlobumeaume U C MHO- it can surprise nature lovers with many ‘Southern specialties’

& . 20 lokHU 33 EBpona BugoBe, Hanpumep cuH ckaneH gpo3g, such as the Blue Rock Thrush, the Black-eared Wheatear, the

Rewilding 3, g\j@ g ] ucnaHcko kaMmeHapye, MaAko YepH02AaBo konpuBapye, vep- Sardinian Warbler, the Black-headed Bunting etc. The rivers
e Rewilding s Dovidorosikh Ho2AaBa oBecapka. Pekume u g308upume myk npuBauvam u and reservoirs attract a diversity of waterfowl, too.
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www.life-vultures.com

[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUMe U 6erozaaBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

MH020 BogoAlobuBu nmuyu.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

[AaBama u wusgma Ha beao2aaBus Aewosg ca 20AU. ToBa npe-
yu Ha bakmepuume u Ha gpyeume napa3umu 8 mpynoBeme
Ha kuBomHume ga ce 3agbpkam B nepama u ga npuyuHIm
uH@ekuuu. [TpucnocobaeHUEMO NOMaz2a Ha nmuuume ga
3anas3dm 3gpaBemo cu okoAo XpaHa, kKosmo ABCHO MOXe ga
ce oka)e onacHa 3a gpyaume XuBomHu. bAazogapeHue Ha
OMAUYHOMO CU 3peHue Aewosgume omkpuBam MbpmBume
>KuBomHu Ha pa3cmosHue om eguH kunomemubp U noBeue.

The head and the neck of the Griffon Vulture are bare;
thus when the birds feed on carcasses, bacteria and other
parasites cannot attach themselves to their feathers and
cause infections. The adaptation keeps the birds healthy
regardless of a diet that could easily prove harmful to other
animals. Thanks to their sharp vision vultures are able to spot
dead animals from a kilometre or even further away.
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AeuHocmume no npoekma ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUME u beao2Aa-
Bume Aewosigu B mpaHcepaHu4yHug pauoH Ha Pogonume” no
npoepamMa LIFE obxBawam 3moyHume Pogonu u om gBeme
CMpaHu Ha BbA2apo-2pbukama 2paHuua. YepHume Aewosgu,
koumo 2He3gsm B Mopuug, ugBam ga ce xpaHsm 8 boacapus,
a beno2naBume, 2He3gauu B boacapus, mopesm xpaHa B8 [op-
uug. B patlioHa e pe2ucmpupaHo 3Ha4uUMeAHo npucbcmBue u
Ha MAagu nmuuu, BkatoyumenHo benozaaBu Aeulosigu om Xop-
Bamug u Copbus. B boazapus npoekmbm 06xBawia cegeM cne-
UUaAHU 3awumeHu 304U om eBponeuckama ekompeka Hamy-
pa 2000, a B [opuugd - nem.

The LIFE Vultures project area covers the Eastern Rhodope
Mountains on both sides of the Bulgarian-Greek border. The
Black Vultures breed in Greece but come to feed in Bulgaria,
and Griffon Vultures breeding in Bulgaria often look for food in
Greece. A significant number of immature and non-breeding
birds has been recorded here, including Griffon Vultures from
other populations, for example those in Croatia and Serbia.
The project area includes seven Special Protection Areas of
the Natura 2000 network in Bulgaria and five in Greece.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

[To cBema ce cpewam 23 Buga Aewoggu. Aewosigume ca cpab-
HUMEAHO NpucnNocobuMU NMUUU, Cpewam ce 8 pa3Hoobpas-
HU MecmoobumaHug, BkatoyumeaHo kpauzpagcku pauoHU.
Bonpeku moBa gHec 14 Buga ca 3acmpaweHu om u34e3BaHe.
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There are 23 vulture species in the world. These are relatively
adaptable birds found in a range of habitats, including
suburban regions, but even so, 14 species are considered
either threatened or endangered.
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[Tpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozraBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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I3moyHume Pogonu cmaBam Bce no-nonyAgpHa gecmuHa-
uug 3a AlbbumeAaume Ha guBama npupoga mbu kamo npeg-
Aa2am JygecHu ycAoBug 3a HabalogeHue u 3acHeMaHe Ha
pegku u 3acmpawleHu BugoBe »XuBomHu u pacmeHus, npu
moBa nocpeg 3awemMemsBawiu neusaXxu U HenokbmHama
npupoga. [loHacmoawieM B pauoHa umMa nem geucmBawu
ykpumus, koumo npegocmabgm Bb3MakHocmu 3a ,yA0B" Ha
HenoBmopuMu Gomokagpu.
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The Eastern Rhodopes provide opportunities for observation
and photography of rare and endangered animal and plant
species and their popularity as a destination for wildlife tour-
ISm grows. The picturesque landscapes and the pristine na-
ture only add to the picture - quite literally. Today there are
five. photography hides that allow eager photographers to
‘hunt’ for the best shot.




' m

LIFE

VULTURES
jg??}%s % SN
(> %
Riwaing Qpvidotofiss Vet

www.life-vultures.com

[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6eaozraBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblos.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

B A13moyHume Pogonu om 20guHu ce pabomu 3a Bb3cma-
HOoBABaHEmMO Ha eAeHa AOnamap U Ha BAA20pOgHUS EAEH.
Ao mo3u MoMeHm B pauoHa ca ocBobogeHu Hag 120 eAeHa
AOnamapa U Hag 30 bAa2opogHU eneHa. YBeauuaBaHemo Ha
JuCcAeHOCMMa Ha guBume mpeBonacHu we gonpuHece 3a
M03aeYHama cmpykmypa Ha MecCmoobumaHusima u 3a nog-
gbpkaHemo Ha nonyAauuumMe Ha Aewosgume.

Efforts for the recovery of fallow'and red deer populations in
the Eastern Rhodopes started years ago. Over 120 fallow deer
and more than 30 red deer have been released in the wild here
recently. The increased number of wild herbivores will contribute
for the mosaic structure of the local habitats and it will support
the vulture population in the area at the same time.
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[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6ero2aaBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponetickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

HumMe Pogonu bsxa gokapaHu

pe3 okmomBpu, 2013 2., 8 33 ,CmygeH KrnageHeu," B 13mou-

3ybpu: cumBoAbm Ha 3aBpbula-

Hemo Ha guBama npupoga 8 EBpona. 3ybbpom, u3BecmeH

In October 2013 Studen Kladenets Protected Area welcomed

one of the symbols of the rewi
wisent, or European bison. The s

ding efforts in Europe: the

necies Is similar to its North

oule kamo ,eBponeucku bu3oH"
kanckus cu BpamoBuyeg. Tou e U

NPUAUYA Ha ceBepHoaMepu-
Hau-egpomo mpeBonacHo

kuBomHo B EBpona, kalouoB Bu

g 33 omBopeHume 2opcku

ekocucmemu. Bugom u34e3Han 8 guBama npupoga 8 EBpo-

moobumaHugma My. B boa2apud
HoBekoBuemo.

na B Hayanomo Ha 20-mu Bek nopagu A0B U 3a2yba Ha Mec-

u34ye3HaA owe npe3 Cpeg-

American cousin; it is the largest herbivore in Europe and
plays a key role for the preservation of open forest habitats.
European bison grew extinct in the wild in Europe In the
peginning of the 20th century due to hunting and habitat
loss. Its extinction in Bulgaria took place much earlier: in the
Midadle Ages.
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YepHuam wbpkea e noBceMecmHo pa3npocmpaHed B The Black Stork is widely distributed at lower altitudes in the
Nno-HUckume Yyacmu Ha M3moyHume Pogonu. 3a oueAsBaHe- Eastern Rhodopes. Its diet consists mainly of fish for which it de-
MO CU Ce HyXKgae om BogoeMu CbC 3ana3eHo buopa3Hoobpa- pends on water basins with preserved biodiversity. Black Storks

VULTURES 3ue, Kogemao ce xpaHu nodmu u3katodyumeaHo ¢ puba. fHe3gu can be both cliff- as well as tree-nesting; the largest cliff-nest-
kakmo no ckaau, maka u no gbpBema, kamo Hau-20AIMama Ing population in Bulgaria - and probably on the entire Balkan
My ckano2He3gewa nonyaauus 8 cmpaHama, a MoXe bu U Ha Peninsula - is concentrated along the course of Arda River.
bankaHume, e cocpegomaoyeHa no nopevyuemo Ha peka Apga.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume Aewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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[lpoekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume rewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus colo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.

Vovidoroyik
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bAa2ogapeHue Ha HoBume mexHoAoz2uu Beye MOXeM ga
HagHukHeM B xuBoma Ha BeaudecmBenume Aewoagu. 1o-
cmaBeHume Ha 6eAno2AaBu U YepHU Aewosigu cameAumHu
npegaBameau pagkpuBam mMOYHOMO MECMONOAOXKEHUE Ha
nMuUume u Hu no36oAg8am ga AemuM 33egHO C MX Hag
bAU3KU U ganeyHu 3emMu B peaaHo Bpeme. To3u cbBpeMeHeH
MeMog e 6e3ueHeH NOMOWHUK Ha Npupogo3awumHuyume
B ona3BaHemo u u3caegBaHemo Ha Aewosgume.

Modern technology gives us a peek at the life of the majestic
lords of the sky. Griffon and Black Vultures are tagged with
satellite transmitters to track their movement; the device al-
lows us to fly near and far with them in real time. This mod-
ern research methodology provides a great opportunity for
conservationists to reveal more about the life of the vultures.
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[poekmbm ,0na3BaHe Ha YepHUmMe u 6erozaaBume Arewosgu 8 Pogonume” (LIFE14 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npozpama LIFE Ha EBponelickus cblo3.
The project ,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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VULTURE CONSERVATION

EAAHNIKH OPNIOOAOTIKH ETAIPEIA FOUNDATION

Aonpegu HakoAko xuasgu 20guHu 8 EBpona - BkaloyumeaHo u
B bbA2apus - ce cpeuwlanu guiu koHe. lpe3 2011 2. Bv3cmaHo-

Benugm guB kox (mapnan) 6e BopHam 8 guBama npu

N0ga Ha

/I3moyHume Pogonu u 8 MoMeHmMa B pauoHa uma Hag /0 ek3eMm-

nAsipa. PoAdma UM e Cbliama kamo npegu Xuasgu 20gu

HU - 3a-

egHO C ocmaHaAume mpeBonacHu me noggbpkam ecmecm-

BeHume ekocucmemu, onacBauku guBama pacmumen

HOCM.

Several thousand years ago wild horses roamed free across
Europe, and in Bulgaria too. In 2011 the European wild horse
(tarpan) was released back into the wild in the Eastern
Rhodope Mountains; at present more than /0 individuals live
there. Their task in the local ecosystems is the same as it was
millennia ago: together with other herbivores they maintain
the natural ecosystems by grazing.
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LORDS OF THE RHODOPEAN SKIES

ONA3BAHE HA YEPHWY W BEAOTAABUA AELLOYA

Ta3u 2oguHa ombend3Bame 25-ama 20guUHUHA Ha npo2pamMama LIFE,
obumaHusma: u géeme ca ogobpeHu Ha 21-Bu mMau, 1992 2. OmmozaBa +
3a 0nNa3BaHemo Ha HenoBmopuMoMo NPUPOGHO HACABGCMBO Ha ugAa
HU - U Ha boA2apud. C Hacmosgwama u3Arokba ueAuM ga u3

BeHomo BHUMaHUE KbM 3Ha4uMEeAHUMe NocmuXXeHus
Ha npo2pamama LIFE B ona3BaHemo Ha boA2apckama
CbWUHCka cokpoBuwHUUa Ha Buopa3Hoobpa3uemo, ka
eBponetckama ekoaoz2uyHa Mpexka om 3auiumenu 304U Hamypa 2000. A3n0k6ama
pOga UMEHHO B Hea2o: egHO oM nocAegHUmMe 3anal3eHu geBecmBeHu kbmuyema Ha EBpona. M3moyHume Pogonu
ca U nocAegHomo B bvA2apug ybexuuwie 3a YepHume u bero2aaBume Aewosgu, koM koumo e Haco4eH npoek-
Mobm no npoepama LIFE ,0na3Bane Ha yepHUMe u bero2anaBume rewosdgu 6 Pogonume”

MO ¢0AdMa HYaCm 0m u3mao-

Kkakmo u Ha AupekmuBama 3a Mecmo-
acaM me ca gONpPUHECAU CbecmBeHo
Bpona, a B nocAegHUME gecem 20gu-
Ka>keM NPU3HaAHUEMO Cu U ga Haco4yuM obuiecm-
Ha Npupogol3awumHomo 3akoHogameacmBo Ha EC u
npupoga u Ha Pogonume B8 yacmHocm. Pogonume ca

HUS UM ggA e BkaloyeHa B

npegcmats guBama npu-

This year we mark the 25th Anniversary of the LIFE Programme and of the Habitats Directive, both approved on
21st May 1992. Since then they have contributed enormously to the preservation of Europe’s priceless natural
heritage, and in the last ten years to the conservation of nature in Bulgaria too. With this exhibition we would
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Mpoekmovm ,,0na3BaHe Ha yepHume u 6eaoz2raBume rewodagu 8 Pogonume” (LIFET4 NAT / NL / 000901) e duHaHcupaH no npoepama LIFE Ha EBponelckus cbvlo3.

The project ,,Conservation of black and griffon vultures in the cross-border Rhodope Mountains” (LIFE14 NAT/NL/000901) is funded by the LIFE Programme of the European Union.
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